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After 18 years as a 
Democratic House 
member and then four as 
West Virginia’s governor, 
ending in 2004, Wise now campaigns for 
better high schools as the head of a non-
profit started by Gerard and Lilo Leeds, 
the couple who founded the tech company 
CMP Media Inc. Wise warns that the nation 
neglects high schools at its peril, and in his 
new book, “Raising the Grade,” he argues 
for more spending and attention to raising 
graduation rates.

Q. With Congress and the country focused 
on the No Child Left Behind law, which 
covers elementary school education, why 
move on to high school reform? 

A. Schools are held accountable for how well 
they do on the tests, not whether the kids 
actually graduate. It’s like you’re running 
in a mile race, and assessing rigorously 
every 10th of a mile, but nobody counts 
whether you cross the finish line.

Q. Can Congress be persuaded to take on 
this expanded federal involvement?

A. Members on both sides of the aisle, as 
well as the White House, have said that 
high schools need to be part of the new 
law. So the answer is yes.

Q. Even if you got the $5 billion you want, 
can it really make an impact?

A. There are successful schools with a high 
percentage of low-income students, 
which every year graduate large numbers 
of students and send them to college or 
to good jobs. But you have to have the 
will. And that’s where Congress comes in.

Q. How do you persuade the country to 
spend that kind of money? 

A. Cutting the dropout rate in half would 
result in $45 billion more a year in tax 
income and savings. That to me is the 
real economic stimulus package.

Q. People have been talking about this for 
years. What’s different now?

A. We didn’t feel it directly before. We’re 
feeling it directly now. We were losing low-
skill jobs. China and India weren’t threats 
to us for high-skill, high-paying jobs. Now 
they are. So the civil rights and equality 
imperatives have now merged with the 
economic and national security ones. 

5 QUESTIONS

The U.S. government’s response to this 
month’s catastrophic cyclone in Southeast Asia 
has been complicated by a tough military re-
gime that refuses to admit most foreigners even 
if they are bringing help — and by Washington’s 
20 years of opposition to that regime. The diplo-
matic battle can be summed up in a name: The 
junta calls the country it controls Myanmar; the 
United States still uses Burma.

George W. Bush, like his two predeces-
sors, says the military rulers have brutalized 
their people and should step down. Two days 
before the cyclone struck, in fact, he froze 
U.S. assets of the junta.

The country doesn’t have a long tradition 
of democracy: It gained independence in 1948, 
after six decades in the British Raj, but has been 
under military rule since 1962. The current 

junta, which calls itself the State Peace and De-
velopment, seized control in 1988 and declared 
martial law in 1989 after putting down an upris-
ing. That’s when it changed the name.

The State Department’s position is that 
“the democratically elected but never con-
vened Parliament of 1990 does not recognize 
the name change,” so neither will the United 
States. Derek Tonkin, a former British am-
bassador to Thailand who’s campaigning to 
lift sanctions against Myanmar in the inter-
ests of promoting dialogue and change, says 
there’s no problem with using Burma — he 
does it all the time informally. But, he said,  
diplomats get into “murky waters” when they 
ignore a United Nations rule that countries 
should be referred to by their chosen name. 

— ELAINE MONAGHAN

Myanmar: What’s in a Name?
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Democrats’ Bumper Crop
Last week’s Indiana primary put an exclamation point on one of the 

big civic-political trends of the year: Democratic turnout is surging. 
Of all adult Hoosiers who could vote, 27.6 percent went to the polls to 
choose between Hillary Rodham Clinton and Barack Obama, the fourth-
strongest turnout this year — and more than 20 percentage points 
higher than in either of the state’s previous two presidential primaries. 
And something similar has happened across the country: In Washington, 
D.C., and the 26 states that have had contested Democratic primaries all 
three times, turnout of the voting-age, citizen population in those contests has averaged 19 percent 
in 2008 — 9 points higher than in 2004 (when John Kerry wrapped up the nomination by early 
March) and 10 points higher than in 2000 (when Al Gore did likewise, and the GOP nominating 
contest was harder-fought.) More than one-quarter of adults showed up to vote Democratic in D.C., 
Vermont, New Hampshire, Indiana, Massachusetts, Wisconsin and Ohio. And 17 places recorded 
percentage-point turnout gains in double digits since 2000. The Republicans have not seen the 
same phenomenon; the turnout of adults for GOP primaries topped 20 percent only in New Hamp-
shire this year, and in 15 states turnout was a smaller percentage this year than in 2000.
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