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The Color of Money

= SEPT. '8

Campaign cash is mostly
white, new report finds

The Progressive Network is
taking part in a national action to draw
attention to the need for campaign fi-
nance reform that reduces the influ-
ence of money in American politics.

The Network has joined with
Public Campaign —a
national nonprofit,
nonpartisan organi-
zation working for
comprehensive cam-
paign finance reform
— to help raise pub-
licawareness and lay

The world of
campaign finance is
as segregated as any
other area of society.

“whites only” world of campaign
cash.

The report’s findings are signifi-
cant because those who can afford to
give the most money to election cam-
paigns are those who have the most
influence over politi-
cians and policy.

The report pro-
vides an analysis of
all 50 states, includ-
ing comparisons be-
tween the highest-
giving zip codes and

the groundwork fora ; 0317 zip codes where
serious discussion in It is essentia Yy people of color re-
South Carolina about apartheid by side. Maps of each
money in politics. checkbook. state illustrate these

A ‘report -re-
cently released by
Public Campaign
shows that a disproportionate amount
of the money fuelling federal elections
comes from whites. In fact, the financ-
ing of federal elections is essentially a

stark contrasts. In
state after state, the
same pattern is pain-
fully evident: the people who can af-
ford to “vote with their dollars”

(See next page)

So money subverts democracy —
what do you want me to do about jt?

Glad you asked.

1. Educate yourself. The Network has information about comprehensive
campaign finance reform. Call us for materials.

2. Get mad.

3. Spread the word. Talk to your family, your group, your church, your
school. Write letters to the editor and guest editorials to raise the issue of money

in politics in South Carolina.

4. Get political. Write or call your congressional representatives.

5. Repeat steps 2—4.

To help organize a meeting or press conference about The Color of Money
report in your town, call 803-808-3384.

S.C. Progressive Network ¢ PO Box 8325, Columbla, SC 29202 < 803-808-3384 ¢ net@scpronet.com
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S
acism
AND

Sexism AND
Union-Busting

Grown Contral Petrodeum which owns gas statfass in
South Caroling and throughout the South Is a symbol of
oppression and recails the dark days before the
omargence of the civil ights movement.

Don’t Buy fcna'-'m‘ Gasoline

| ——

against Crown Central Petroleum. The lawsuit

3 major civil rights lawsuit has been filed

charges that Crown Central Petraleum, operat-
ing Crown gas stations and Fast Fare and Zippy Mart
convenience stores throughout the South, routinely
discriminated against African-Americans and women in
hiring and promotions at its oil reflineries, and that its
supervisors distributed racist and sexist handhills.
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Nix MOX

Activists resist plutonium proposal

Twenty-years-ago, nearly 300
people were arrested for blocking the
gates of a proposed plutonium repro-
cessing facility in Barnwell to protest
the use of plutonium, the most deadly
substance known, as a commercial re-
actor fuel. President Carter later issued
an executive order banning plutonium
fuel, and environmentalists declared
a victory.

A new proposal by the Depart-
ment of Energy to bring 50 tons of
nuclear weapons grade plutonium to
‘the Savannah River Site (the bomb
plant) to make reactor fuel is a new

We want YOU!

The Network meets each
month in Columbia, Charles-
ton and Greenville. Meetings
are informal and open to all
interested groups and indi-
viduals.
® Charleston: 2nd Monday, 7
p-m., ILA Hall, 910 Morrison
Dr.
¢ Columbia: 4th Tuesday, 7
p-m. (NEW TIME!), 2214
Hampton St.

* Greenville: 4th Thursday,
place and time TBA (Call 803-
808-3384)

twist on this old bad idea. The new
plan s to grind up the plutonium and
mix it with enriched uranium to make
a mixed oxide reactor fuel, or MOX.
DOE would then give the MOX to
Duke Power to use in four of their re-
actors in South Carolina.

The government’s rationale for
MOX is to “dispose of surplus pluto-
nium” to prevent it from being used
in nuclear weapons. But the MOX plan
doesn’t really “dispose” of the pluto-
nium; it just spreads it around, in-
creases the chance of exposure and
creates more radioactive waste.

The Southern Coalition Op-
posed to Plutonium Energy (SCOPE)
has been formed to educate the pub-
lic about the environmental and finan-
cial risks posed by MOX. The Network
has joined SCOPE, and encourages
our membership to:

¢ Attend a MOX forum on Tues-
day, Sept. 22, 7-10 p.m., and a MOX
workshop on Sept. 23, 8-11 a.m., at the
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship,
2701 Heyward St., in Columbia.

¢ Call the DOE’s Office of Plu-
tonium Disposition at 1-800-820-5156
and ask for another public hearing in
Columbia on the MOX proposal. The
only DOE hearing in South Carolina
was held in North Augusta in August,
at which hundreds of bomb plant em-
ployees were given paid leave to at-
tend and cheer for the proposal.

Reinventing DHEC —

an update

The Network’s campaign to restructure the Department of Health and

Environmental Control (DHEC) has received buy-in from all of the major en-
vironmental groups in the state and the support of several key legislators. Some
20 of these critical players met at Donnelley Wildlife Management Area in
August for a day-long strategy session. At the meeting, they reviewed draft
legislation and made suggested changes. A second draft is in the works.

The campaign has received grant money to help ensure that the effort
remains grassroots-driven and involves the people of South Carolina in shap-
ing environmental policy. The campaign is in the process of gathering first-
person accounts detailing community battles with polluting industries and
DHEC, which more often than not sides with corporate interests. These narra-
tives will be used to help educate and involve the public in the campaign. A
four-page tabloid will be published and circulated in late October. For infor-
mation on the campaign or for copies of the tabloid, call 803-803-3384.
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