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Mr. Jay Smith

Assistant Attorney Genaral for South Carolina
Poat Office Box 115449

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Dear Mr. Srith:

I am writing you concerning House Bill 3003, the Veter ldentification provisions, rocantly signed
into law in South Carolina. You have asked me to briefly explain why | chose to introduce H.3003,
I will try to explain how | came to feel that voter identification was an important isaue.

First, let me say that it is an unspoken truth in South Caralina that election frawd axists, Though no
one likes 10 speak about i, it is well known in politics that alections can be won and lost, based not
only on who votes but whe votes for whom, Opponents of this bill often claimed that, based on
their research, there were no instances of voter impersonation prosecuted in Sowth Caroling,
claiming that H.3003 was a solution ln search of a problem, In my years in South Careling politics |
know guite the opposite to be true, as do opponents of this or other Voter 1.D, legiskation,

Understanding that there was an issue with ballst security in South Carclina and that the
opportunity for fraud and abuse was obvicus In cur current system, | sought a solution.

I would love to be able to tell you that | originated the provisions of H.3003 myself, that
presentation of a picture 1.D. and the various safeguards for voter and ballots afike were my own. |
did not originate the idea. However, | paid close attention to what the Indlana Legislature enacted
and the reasons that they gave for taking such a step. | agreed in full with the Indiana rationale and
belleved that such a measure would be benoficial to safeguerd elections in South Caroling.
Therefore, | introduced H.3003 and did all that | could to ensure its passage through the South
Carolina General Assembly,

| believe that the provisions of H.3003 are fair and justified and that the legistation seeks to balance
the state’s interest in having falr and secure elections and a citizen's absolute right to casi their
ballot. If. for one moment, | believed that the provisions of H.3003 wers dasigned to do anyihing
other than assure fair and fraud-free eloctions. | would not have introduced the lagislaticn.

If | can provide any further information, please do not hesitate te contact me.

Sincaraly,
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Alan Clemmons



